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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 
Embrvos ./ can be 

i read with interest the ar- 
ticie b;; Tribune staff report- 
er Judith Graham about the 
growing problem of unused 
and unciaimeci frozen em- 
bryos ;hat are in storage at 
in-1-itro fertilization centers 
around the cou:ltrJ- am3 
around the world ("Ferriiit:; 
clinics face tough cali: 
Crowded labs feel presscre to 
discard unn-anted embryx." 
Page 1. Sept. Ej. 

The article focused mainly 
on two options: keeping ern- 
bryos frozen indefinitely or 
thawing and disposing of 
these embryos. This presents 
a dilemma for some cocplez 
n-ho. faced u-ith the prospec: 
of pa>-ing storage fees inaefi- 
nitel!- or disposicg of the e n  
br\-0s. decide to break ccntaci 
with their IVF program se- 
cure in the knowledge that 
the program ;\-ill not dispose 
oiembyns ~i-ithout their zpe- 
cific perzilission. 

hIan> cr,uples with frozen 

donated to infertile couples 
embryos. hou-ever. are not 
anare of a third optioli: dona- 
tion of iheir uiluseti c-xbryos 
to orher couples stdl espwi- 
er!cii?g i;:fe:-ti; it!: E~n'uryu do- . . 
naiic,ii is pi.i.*T:jrn;ed a: no 
cost :CI the dwat ing couple 
a1111 amids  the sticky cxhical 
quesr ions surrouilrii;ig dis- 
p a d  of ernbr:;os. 

T ,_ . - _ . 
L A ~ L  e a r .  Presideat Bush 

matie 1imite.d funds avaiiable 
to promote air.areness of the 
embrya donation option. yet 
most coupies are stiil not 
aware of iT. 

Ciliortunately many 11-F 
ceiiters 111 the Ciiicn~o area 
still do not haw  an  embryo 
donatior. pt ogram. If a couple 
wishes to donate their un- 
cs.A embryos. hon-el-er. and 
rhcir center does not have an 
active dollation program. 
:hei- ; .,-, ..,- ,. . -dLl u .:;;3kr their cm- 
br>-os tc, ;;nother ceiiter that 
does 

S i ~ i ~ t .  crnbr-ye dunation pro- 
.;;-am5 ivii! 5i:iy alioir- couples 

to donate anonl;mously K-hile 
uthers aliov; couples to make 
their :svn rules regarding 
contact with the recipient 
couples or the children who 
are Lorn. This g;.- l r  es some 
flexibi1itl;- to cuuples. some of 
:i-horn il-a:lT to have contact 
~5-ith the coupies u-ho xill  re- 
ceive their embryos and oth- 
ers ir~no don't want to have 
cuntact wiih the recipient 
couples or an>- children to 
born to them. 

U y  making couples a$-are 
of this option. we can begin to 
mike progress in reducing 
the numbers of these un- 
claimed embryos and. at  the 
same time. help illfertile cou- 
ples x h o  otherwise might not 
be able to corlceive and give 
birth to a child 

Randy S. Jlorris. ML) 
Reproductive 

~~r?docrinologist 
Mediclzi director 

I V F l  
Chicago 


