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Sister Steps In To Help 
Sibling Have Baby 
Woman Struggling With Fertility In 
Face Of Cancer Treatment 

UPDATED: 4:17 PM EDT July 19, 2004 

CHICAGO -- Many women know what it's like to 
try for years to get pregnant and then face the 
frustration of never having it happen. 

Television station WMAQ told the story of Beth 
Turner, who not only struggled with that, but also 
with two life-threatening diagnoses of cancer. 

"I just stopped trying [to get pregnant], and it just 
never worked," Turner said. 

After chemotherapy and radiation, doctors told 
Turner she was still fertile. So this past spring, she 
tried to get pregnant again -- until doctors told her 
she had cancer in her right breast. 

To save her life, doctors said Turner needed 
chemotherapy and radiation as soon as possible. 
That would most likely destroy any chance for her 
to conceive or carry a baby. 

"I was willing to risk my life," Turner said. "I want 
a part of me to live on, even if I had the baby and I 
didn't live that long afterwards." 

Desperate, Turner turned to fertility specialist Dr. 
Randy Morris. Almost immediately, he scheduled a 
procedure to retrieve her eggs -- with no time for 
pretesting. Turner's oncologist gave Morris two 
weeks before her cancer treatment had to begin. 
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"So this is a very tense moment for us," Morris 
said. "Will we be able to get anything, or had the 
chemotherapy destroyed her ovaries so much this 
was for naught?" 

One by one the eggs were counted, the station 
said, and Morris found there were only four. That 
was fewer than normal, but still worth fertilizing. 
Each egg was impregnated with Turner's husband's 
sperm. After that, they were frozen until they could 
be inserted in the womb. But whose womb would 
that be? 

Fortunately, Turner's younger sister stepped in to 
do what Beth can't do herself, the station reported. 

Jill Arellano has four kids of her own -- she hopes 
the fifth will be her sister's. Arellano said she'll stay 
positive. So while Turner is being treated for breast 
cancer, her sister said she hopes she'll be going to 
the doctor as well -- to get pregnancy checkups on 
Turner's baby. 

"I like to have something to live on with us," 
Arellano said. "Hopefully, of course, she will live a 
long life, but, you know, I want a part of her 
around for a long time also." 

Distributed by Internet Broadcasting Systems, Inc. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed. 
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Sponsored Links 
Nova Scotia Family Beach Vacation 
For a great family getaway this fall, escape to White Point Beach 
Resort. 
whitepoint.com 

Relax during a Family Beach Vacation 
Watch graceful dolphins swimming by almost within reach. Play 
a beach volleyball or maybe a round of golf. Enjoy a wonderful 
dinner. All this awaits you at the Ocean Isle Inn in NC. 
www.oceanisleinn.com 

Family Beach Vacation 
Martha's Vineyard Resort. The Winnetu, new-upscale property at 
South Beach. Pool/tennis/dining/fall and Thanksgiving packages. 
www.marthasvineyardresorts.com 

Lake Powell 
America's houseboating destination. With spectacular red rock 
towers, blue-green water perfect for fishing and boating, 
beaches of rosy sand, and night skies shimmering with stars. 
www.lakepowell.com 

Silver Sands Vacation Rentals, Jamaica 
Bring your family to one of the best beaches in Jamaica, Silver 
Sands. Choose from our wide selection of staffed luxury villas 
and charming cottages. 
www.silver-sands.com 
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Study: Kids Often Grow Up To Eat More Veggies 

If you wrinkled your nose at the idea of 
eating vegetables as a child, chances are 
you've changed your mind a bit since 
then, according to a new study. More 
Details 

Survey: Your Diet Improved With Age?  
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Breakfast Should Include Reading, Expert Says 
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Woman 
Fourth Canadian Province Legalizes Gay Marriage 
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Ready for a red carpet 
and acceptance 
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night? We are. 

Sign up to receive information that can help you and your family - 
plus promotions and special offers from our sponsors. 
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